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FALLEN SISTERS SPINNING
At Noakhali I was told that two fallen sisters were not
only spinning but that they were entirely supporting them-
selves by spinning. These were not young girls but women
over forty who could no longer sell their shame but who
would, but for spinning, have lived on begging. They were,
therefore, strictly speaking, weaned from begging and not
from their original trade. It is, however, a great thing for
Noakhali to come in touch with these sisters and interest
itself in their welfare. I was also told that some of them,
though they had not given up their calling, had taken to
spinning. I do not know whether it could be considered a
gain for such sisters to spin if they would not give up their
calling. It may well be used to cover their shame. At the
same time there is no doubt that spinning could not be
recommended to them as a means of livelihood. They are
used to earning so much as one to two rupees per day, if
not even more. They must have either weaving or even
embroidery or other fancy work which would bring them
a fair remuneration. It is, too, not a question that man can
tackle. It must be reserved for the fair sex to rise to the
occasion. Not until a woman of exceptional purity and
strength of character rises and devotes herself to the task
of redeeming this portion of fallen humanity will the
problem of prostitution be tackled. No doubt man can do
much among men who, degrade themselves by enticing
young women to sell themselves for their lust. Prostitution
is as old as the world, but I wonder if it was ever a regular
feature of town life that it is today. In any case a time must
come when humanity will rise against the curse and make
prostitution a thing of the past, as it has got rid of many
evil customs, however time-honoured they might have
been.
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